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I know nothing of the war, but that we catch little French thips like 
crawfith, They have taken one of ours with governor going to 
——. He is a very worthy young man, but fo ftiffened with fir 
old fuftian, that Iam perfuaded he is at this minute in the citadel of Neuics 
comparing himfelf to Regulus. i 








Gray has lately been here. He has begun an ode, which if he finithes 
equally, will, | think, infpirit all your drawing again, It is founded on an 
old tradition of Edward I. putting to death the Welfh bards. Nothing 
but you, or. Salvator Rofa, and Nicolo Pouffin, can paint up to the expreflive . 
horror and dignity of it. Don’t think I mean to flatter you; all I would fay 
is, that now the two latter are dead,#you muft of neceflity be Gray's 
painter. In order to keep your talent alive, I fhall next week fend you 
flake white, brufhes, oil, and the inclofed direétions from Mr, Miintz, who 
is ftill at the Vine, and whom, for want of you, we labour hard-to form. 
I fhall put up in the parcel two or three prints of my eagle, which, as you 
never would draw it, is very moderately performed ; and yet the drawing 
was much better than the engraving. I fhall fend you tooa trifling fnuft- 
box, only as a fample of the new manufacture at Batterfea, which is done 
with co per-plates. Mr. Chute is at the Vine, where ‘I: cannot fay any 
works go on in proportion to my impatience, I have-left him an ‘rven- 
tionary of all I want to have done there ; but I believe it may be bound up 
with the century of projeéts of that foolifh marquis of Woreefter, who 
printed a catalogue of titles of things, which he gave no dire@ions to 
execute, nor I believe could. Adieu ! ; 

‘ 9 You ver, 
i 4s ' HOR. WALPOLE. 
aaa eee 


LETTER XxXx. 


, 4 Arlington-ftreet, September 30 3755. 

SOLOMON fays, + Soto. aig or other, I think it is in Caftelvetro’ $, or 
Caftelnuovo’s, edition—is not\there fuch a one ?—that the infatuation of a 
nation for a foolith minifter is like that of a lover for an ugly woman : 
when once he opens his eyes, he wonders what the devil bewitched him. 
This 
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This is the text to the prefent fermon in politics, which I thall not divide 
under three heads, but tell you at once, that no minifter was ever nearer 
the precipice than ours has been. I did tell you, I believe, that Legge had 
refufed to fign the warrant for the Heffian fubfidy: in fhort, he heartily 
refented the quick coldnefs that followed his exaltation, waited for an op- 
portunity of revenge, found this; and to be fare no vengeance ever took 
{peedier f{trjdes,. All the world revolted againft fubfidiary treaties; nobody 
was left to defend them but Murray, and he did not care to venture. 
Offers of gracioufuefs, of cabinet counfellor, of chancellor of the exchequer, 
were made to right and left, Dy. Lee was con{cientious ; Mr. Pitt might 
be brought in.compliment to. his M. to digeft one——But a fyftem of fub- 
fidies !—Impoffible !..In hort, the very firft minifterfhip was offered to be 
made over to my lord Granyille—He begged to be excufed—he was not fit 
for it.-Well {, you laugh: .all this is fact. At laft we were forced to ftrike 
fail*to Mr..Fox : he is named for feéretary of ftate, with not only the lead, 
but the power of the houfe of commons. You afk, in the room of which 
fecretary?, What fignifies of which? Why, I think of fir Thomas Robin- 
fon, who returns to his wardrobe, arid lord Barrington comes into the war- 
office, This is the prefent ftate of things in this grave reafonable ifland: 
the union hug like two cats over a ftring; the reft are arming for oppofi- 
tion——But I will not promife you any more warlike winters ; 1 remember 
how. foon the campaign of the laft was addled. 





Inf freland, Mr. Conway has pacified all things: the Irith are to get as 
drunk as eveatg the glorious and immortal memory of king George, and 
the prerogative is‘ta,be exalted as high as ever, by being obliged to give up 
the primate.——There 1*f think I have told you volumes: yet I know you 
will not be cofitent; you will want to know fomething of the war and of 
America: but I affure you it is not the bon-fon to talk of either this week. 
We think not of the former; and of the latter we thould think to very little 
purpofe, for we have not heard a fyllable more Braddock’s defeat {till re- 
mains in the fituation of the longeft battle that ever was fought with 

nobody. Content your Englith fpirit with knowing that there are very 
"near three thoufand French prifoners in England, taken out of feveral thips. 





hha pia * “Yours ever, 
” ve title Maiel HOR. WALPOLE. 


: Re ac ARMIN EDT ene FATT 
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LET TE R XXX. 


Aatiggtonetiec, emer 19, 1953+ 


DO you love royal quarrels? You may Be ferved—I know" you don’t love 
an invation—nay, that even pafles my tafte;, it'willemake. too much party. 
In thort, the lady dowager Prudence begins to ftep a little over the threth- 
éld of that difcretion which fhe has always hitherto fo fanétimonioufly ob- 
ferved, She is fufpeéted of ftrange whims; fo ftrange, ‘as neither to like 
more German fubfidies or more German ‘iain A ftrong faétion, pro- 
fefledly againft the treaties‘, openly againft Mr, Fox, and covertly under 
the banners of: the aforefaid lady Prudence, arm from al! quarters’ againtt 
the opening of the feflion. . Her Jadythip’s eldeft boy declares-violently 
againtt being dewolfenbuttled—a word which I don’t pretend to underftand, 
as it is not in Mr. Johnfon’s new dictionary... There! now I have 
been as enigmatic as ever 1 have accufed you of being; and hoping you 
will not be able to expound my’ German hieroglyphics, I proceed to tell 
you in plain Englith that we are go:ng to be invaded. I have within this 
day or two feen grandees of ten, twenty, and thirty thoufand pounds a year, 
who are in a mortal fright : confequently, it would be impertinent in much 
lefs folk to tremble —and accordingly they don’t, At court there is no 
doubt but an attempt will be made before Chriftmas.—I find valour is like 
virtue: impregnable as they boaft themfelves, it«is difcoyered-#tat on the firft 
attack both lieetrangely open !, They are raifing more pren, camps are to be 
formed in Kent and Suffex, the, duke of Newcaftle is frightened out of his 
wits, which though he has loft fo often you know he always recovers, and 
as freth as ever. Lord E. defpairs of the commonwealth; and I am going 
to fortify my cattle of Strawberry, according to an old charter I fhould have 
had, for embattling and making a deep ditch— But here am I laughirg, 
when F-really ought to cry both with my public eye and my private one. 
Ihave told you what Ithink ought to fluice my public « €: and your private 


“eye too will moiften, when J tell you that poor mits Harriet Montagu * is 


« Treaties of fubfidy with the landgraye of Heffe afd the emprefs of Ruffia for the defence of 
Hanover. E. 


¢ 


: dead, 


* Sifter to Mr. George Montagu, mt ’ 
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dead. She died about a fortnight ago; but having nothing elfe to tell you, 
I would not fend a letter fo far with only fuch melancholy news—and fo, 
you will fay, I ftaid till I could tell ftill more bad news. ‘The truth is, 1 
have for fome time had two letters of yours to aniwer: it is three weeks 
fince I wrote to you, and one begins to doubt whether one thall ever be to 
write again. I will hope all my beft hopes, for I have no fort of intention 
at this time of day of finithing either as a martyr Or a hero.—I rather intend 
to live and record both thofe profeffions, if need be—and I have no inelina- 
tion to fcuttle barefoot after g duke of Wolfenbuttle’s army, as*Philip de Co~ 
mines fays he faw their graces of Exeter and Somerfet trudge after the duke 
of Burgundy’s. The invafion, though not much in fafhion yet, begins like 
Mofes’s rod to fwallow other news, both political and /uicédica/. Our politics 
I have fketched out to you, and can only add, that Mr. Fox’s miniftry does 
“not as yet promife to be of long duration. When it was firft thought that 
he had got the better of the duke of Newcaftle, Charles Townthend faid 
admirably, that he was fure the duchefs, like the old cavaliers, would make 
.a vow not to fhave her beard till the reftoration. 


I can’t recolleé the leaft morfel of a fefS’ or chevron of the Boynets : they 
did not happen to enter into any extin& genealogy for whofe welfare I in- 
tereft myfelf. I fent your letter to Mr. Chute, who is ftill under his own 
vine: Mr. Miintz is ftill with him, recovering of a Violent fever.—Adieu ! 
If memgys don’t grow too memorable, 1 think this feafon will produce a 
large crop. 

Ny wae ° Yours‘ever, 
rs mn Sa HOR.’ WALPOLE, 
“Pp. S. I believe.I fearce ever mentioned to you laft winter the follies of 
the opera: the impertinences of a great finger were too old and too, com- 
mon a topic. I muft mention them now, when they’ rife to any improve- 
ment it the character of national folly. The Mingotti, a noble figure, a great 
miftrefs of mufic, and a moft incomparable actrefs, furpafled any thing I 
ever faw for the extravagance of her humours. She never fung aboveene 
night in three, from a fever upon her temper ; and never would aét at all 
when Riceiarelli, the firft man, was to be in dialogue with her, Her fevers 
grew fo high, that the audience caught them, and hiffed her more than once : 
fitc herfelf onge turned and hiffed again—Tit pro tat geminat roy faa + 
i oe 7 oS > 


* 


344 LETTERS rrom tut Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


—Well, among the treaties which a feeretary of flate has negotiated this 
fummer, he has contraéted for a fuccedaneum to the Mingotti. In hort, 
there is a woman hired to fing when the’pther fhall be out of humour ! 


‘Here is a World by Jord Chefterfield * : the firft part is very pretty, till 
it runs into witticifm. Ihave marked the pattages I perce: like. 


You would not draw Henry IV. ata fiege for me: pray don't ated 
Louis XV.* { 


c 
” 





LETTER Xxx) Nah has 
Strtybeery-BMl O&tober 31, atu 


AS the invafiofi is hot ready, we are forced to take up with a vice 
tory. An aceount came yefterday, that general Johnfon had defeated 
the French near the lake St. Sacrement, had killed one thoufand, and 
taken the lieutenant-general who commanded them prifoner; his name is. 
Diefkau, a Saxon, an efteemed eleve of marfhal Saxe. By the printed ac« 
count, which Tinclofe, Johnfon fhowed great generalfhip and’bravery. As 
the whole bufinefs. was done by irregulars, it dogs not leflen the faults of 
Braddock, and the panic of his troops... If 1 were fo difpofed, I could con- 
ceive that there are heroes in the world who are not quite pleafed | with this 
extra-martinette fuccefs but we won’t blame thofe Alexanders, til they 
have beaten the French in Kent! You know. it ‘will be time enough to 
abufe them, when they have done all the fervicg they can! The other in- 
clofed paper is another World‘, by my lord Cheiterfield ; not fo pretty, I 
think, as the laft; yet it has merit. While England ond France are at 
war, and Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt going to war, his lordthip:is coolly amufing 
himfelf at picquet at Bath with a Moravian baron, who would bein prifon, 
if his ¢reditors did not oceafionally releafe him to play with and cheat my 
‘lord Chefterfield, as the only chance they have for recovering their money} 


We expe the parliament to be thronged, and great animofities. ‘Twill 


* Number ‘146, of the fifth volume. — England by Louis Xv. > 
* Alluding to the fubje&t Mr. Walpole had 
ofed to him for a pidture, in Letter * Alluding to William duke of Cumberland 


top 
xv. and to the then expe@ted invafion of § *Number ae of wines volime. — 
1 net > 
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not fend yon one of the eggs that are laid; for fo many, political ones NE 
been addled of late years, that I believe alll the ftate game-cocks in the world 
are impotent, 


I did not dowbt but You would be ftruck with the death ef poor B. _I,. 
t'other night, at White’s, found a very remarkable entry in our very—very 
remarkable Waver-book : “ Lord —— bets fir twenty guineas that 
Nath outlives Ci®ber 1” How odd that thefe two old creatures, {elected for 
theirantiquities, fhould live to fee both their wagerers put an end to their 
own liyes! Cibber is within a few days of cighty-four, ftill hearty, and 
clear, and well. I told him Layas.glad to fee him look fo well: “Faith,” 
faid he, “it is very well that Llook at all!” I’ fhall thank you for the 
Ormer fhells and roots; and fhall defjre your permiffion to finith my letter 
already. As the parliament is to meet fo foon, you are likely.to be over- 
powered with my difpatches.-I have been thinning my. wood of trees, 
and planting them. out more into the field: I am fitting up the old kitchen. 
for a china-room ; I am building a bed-chamber for myfelf. over the old 
blue-room, in which I intend to die, though not yet; and fome. trifles of: 
this kind, which Ido not {pecify to you, becaufe I intend.to referve a little 
to be quite new. to you. , Adicu ! ii es si 








5 ge Ligh sr Yours ever, 
us ee . HOR. WALPOLE... 
’ =~ 18 . 
“ts i a a " 


aa LETTER xXxxtu. 
bata iat ; " Arlington-ftreet, November 16, 1755: 

NEVER was poor invulnerable immortality fo, foon brought to fhame !. 
Alack | fhaye had the gout! 1 would fain have,perfuaded myfelf that it 
was'a fprain; and, then, that it was only the gout come to look for Mr. 
Chute at Strawberry-hill: but none of my: evafions will do!,. I was, cer- 
tainly, lame for two days; and though I repelled it—firft, by getting wet- 
fhod, and then by {pirits of camphire ; and though I have fince tamed i: 
more rationally by leaving off the little wine I drank, I ftill know where 
- to, Idok for it whenever I have an occafion for a politiggl illnefs.-Come, my 

Vor, V.. nt We Yy : conftitution 
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conftitution is not very much broken, when in four days after fuch a mor- 
tifying attack, I could fit in the houfe of commons, full as poffible, from 
two at noon till paft five in the morning, as we did but laft Thurfday. The 
new oppofition attacked the addrefs—Who are the new oppofition ?— 
Why, the old vppofition : Pitt and the Grenvilles ; indeed, with Legge in- 
ftead of fir George Lyttelton. Judge how entertaining it was to me, to 
hear Lyttelton anfwer Grenville, and Pitt Lyttelton ! | he’ debate, long 
and uninterrupted as it was, was a great deal of it “extremely fine : the 
numbers did not anfwer to the merit: the new friends, the duke of New- 
caftle and Mr. Fox, had 311 to 105. The bon-mot in fathion is, that the 
ftaff was very good, but they wanted privatt men. Pitt furpaffed himfelf, 
and then I need not tell’ you that he furpafled Cicero and Demofthenes: 
What a figure would they, with their formal, laboured, cabinet orations, 
mike *vis-A-vis’ his: manly vivacity 4nd dafhing eloquence at one o’clock 
in the morning, after fitting in that beat for eleven hours! He {poke 
above an hour and a half, with fearce a bad fentence: the moft admired 
part was a comparifon he drew of the two parts of the new adminiftra- 
tion, to the conflux of the Rhone and the Saone; “ the latter a gentle, fee- 
ble, Ianguid ftream, languid but ‘not deep ; the’other a boifterous and over- 
bearing torrent: but they join at laft; and long may they continue united, to- 
the comfort of each other, and*to the glory, honour and happinefs of this 

nation!” JI hope you are not mean- Apirited enough to dread an invafion, 
when the fenatorial coutefts are reviving in the temple of Concord.—But 
will it make a party? Yes, truly; 1 never faw 9. promfing a profpect. 
Would not*it be cruel, at ts a period, to badaid up ? 


I have only had a note baa you to betas me a letter; but it is not 
arrived :—but the ree are, and well; and | thank you. 


England feems resale’; for hoe who are not in = there 
are nightly riots at ‘Drury-lane, where there is an anti-~Gallican party 
again{t fome French dancers, Tlie young men of quality have protected 
them till laft night, when; being opera night, the galleries were viétorious. 


Montaga writes me many iad things for you: he is in Chethire, but 
. Fee 


+ He means the SiqohiGh towards mas and rating at public glacesy which was then common 
among young men, and had been a [ort of falhion in ns eatly youth. . 


i *. comes. 
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_ comes to town this winter, Adieu! I have fo much to fay, that I have 
time to fay but very little. : 


Yours ever, 
HOR. WALPOLE, 


P..S. G. Selwyn hearing much talk of a fea-war ora continent, faid, 
“Tam for aica-war and a continent admiral.” 


ee : 


; 


LeTTER XXXIV. 


arial December 17) 1755. 


AFTER an seaie interval, I have at laft received a long letter from 
you, of a very old date (November sth), which amply indemnifies my 
patience; nay, almoft makes me amends for your blindnefs; for I think, 
unlefs you had totally loft your eyes, you would not refufe me a pleafure fo 
eafy to yourfelf, as now and then fending *me a drawing.—I can’t call it 
lazinefs—one may be too idle to amufe one’s felf; but fure one is never fo 
fond of idlenefg as to prefer it to the power of obliging a perfon one loves! 
And yet I own your letter has made me amends; the wit of your pen re~ 
compegles,the ftupidity of your pencil; the ce/lus you have taken up fup- 
plies a little the artem you have relinquithed, I could quote twenty paflages 
that have chatmed mg: the picture of lady Prudence and her family; your 
idol that gave you hail whep you prayed fpr funfhine; mésfortune the 
teacher of fuperftition ; unmarried people beiyg the fathion in heaven; the 
Speflator-hacked phrafes ; Mr. Spence’s blindnefs to Pope's mortality ; and 
above all, the criticifin on the queen in Hamlet is moft delightful. There 
never was {0 good a ridicule of all the formal commenfators on Shakefpear, 
nor fo agtful a banter on him himfelf for fo improperly making her majefty 
deal in doubles entendres at a funeral! In hort, Ineyer heardas much wit 
except ina fpeech with which Mr. Pitt concluded the debate t’other day on 
the treaties. Mis antagonifts endeavour to difarm him; but as faft as they 
deprive hint of one weapon, he finds a better—I never fufpected him of 
fuch an univerfal“armoury—I knew he had a Gorgon’s head compofed 
of bayonets and piftols, but little thought that he could tickle to death with 


a feather. Ott the firtt debate on thefe famous treaties, laft Wednefday, 
Vy. Hume 
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Hume Campbell, whom the duke of N. had retained as the moft abufive 

counfel he could find againft Pitt (and hereafter perhaps againft Fox), at- 

tacked the former for eternalvinvettives. Oh! fince the laft Philippic of 
Billingfgate memory, you never heard fach an inyeétive as Pitt returned— 

Hume Campbell was annihilated! Pitt like an angry wafp feems to have 

left his fting in the wound—and has fince affumed a’ ftyle of delicate 

ridicule and repartee But think how charming a:ridicule muft that be 
that lafts and rifes, flafh after flafh, for an hour and a half! Some: day or 

other perhaps you will fee fome of the glittering fplintere that I gathered 

up. 1 have written under his print thefe lines, which are not only full as 

juft as the original, but have not the tautology of /oftine/t and majefty : 





‘Three orators in diftant ages born, 

Greece, Italy, and England did adorn : 
The firft in loftinefs of thought furpafs’d, . 
The next in language, but in both the lat ; 
The pow’r of nature could no farther gos 
To make a third, fhe join’d . the former two. 


Indeed we have wanted fuch an entertainment to enliven and make the 
fatigue fixpportable. We fat on Wednefday till ten at night ; on Friday 
till paft three in the morning; on Monday till between ‘nine and ten. We 
have profufion of orators, and many very great, which is furprifgag-49 foon 
after the leaden age of the late right honourable Henry Saturnus*! The 
majorities areas great as in ‘adie $ goldenage.  « 


ca Sit . 
Our changes‘are begun ; bit not being made at once, our very changes 
change ! Lord Duplin and lord Darlington are made joint pay-matfters : 

George Selwyn fays, that ‘no aé ever thowed fo'much ‘the ‘duke of New- 
caftle’s abfolute power, as his being able to make lord Darlington a /ay- 
wnafter. That fo ofen resatrioted and reprofiituted proftitute Doddington 
is again to be treafurer of the navy: and he’again drags out Harry Furnefe 
into the treafury. The duke of Leeds is to be cofferer, and lord Sandwich 
emerges {0 far as to be chief juftice in’ Eyre—The’ other parts by the 
comedians—I don’t repeat their-names, becaufe perhaps the fellow that 
to-day is defigned to'aét Guildenftern, may to-morrow be deftinéd to play 


iad Mr. Pelham = > cers 
: . é half 
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balf the part of the fecond grave-digger. However, they are all to kif 
hands on Saturday. Mr. Pitt told me to-day that he fhould not go to Bath 
till next week. .I faney, faid 1, you fcarce ftay to kifs hands. 


_ With regard to the invafion, which you are fo glad to bg allowed to fear, 
F muft tell you that it is quite gone out of fathion again, and I really believe 
was dreffed-up for avehicle fas the apothecaries call it) to make us fwallow 
the treaties. “All along the coaft of France they.are much more afraid ‘of 
an invafion than we are! * = : ¥ 

- As obliging as you are iu fending me plants, I am determined to thank 
you for nothing but drawings. I am not to be bribed to filence, when you 
really difoblige me. Mr. Miintz hag ordered more cloths for you, I even 
fhall fend you books unwillingly; asd indeed why fhould I? As you are » 
ftone blind, what can you do with them? The few I fhall fend you, for 
there are fcarce any new, will be a pretty dialogue by Crebillon; a ftrange 
imperfect poeth, written by Voltaire when he was very young, which with * 
fome charming ftrokes has “a greatideal of* humour manqué and of impiety 
eftropiée ; and an hiftorical romance, by him too, of the laft war, in which 
is fo outrageous a lying anecdote of old Marlborough, as would have con- 
vipced her, that when poets write hiftory they flick as little to truth in profe 


as in yer. Adieu ! 


Yours ever, 


ins mane : HOR. WALPOLE. 
_ whe X ; 
- SO 


LETTER XXXV. 
! ag ; Strawberry-hill, January 6, 1756. 


1 AM quite angry with you; you write me letters fo entertaining, that 
they make me almoft forgive yout not drawing: now, you know, next to 
being difagreeable. there is nothing fo fhocking as being too agreeable. 
However,-a3,1 am a,tree philofopher, and can refift any thing I like, when, 
it is to obtain any thing I like better, I declare, that if you don’t coin the 
vaft ingot of cclours and Cloth that I have fent you, I will burn your letters 
amopened. * : 

gE Re By 3 Thank 
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Thank you for all your concern about my gout—but I thall not mind 
you; it fhall appear in my ftomach, before I attempt to keep it out of it by 
a fortification of wine: I only drank a little two days after being very much 
fatigued in the houfe, and the worthy pioneer began to cry /wear from my 
foot the next day. However, though I am determined tb feel young ftill, 
I grow to take the hints age gives me—I*come hither oftener, I leave the 
town to the young; and though the bufy turn that.the world has taken 
draws me back into it, I excufe it to myfelf, and call it retiring into politics. 
From hence I‘ muft retire, or I fhall be drowned ; my cellars are fopr feet 
urider water, the Thames gives itfelf RHone airs, and the meadows are. 
more flooded than when you firft faw this plage and thought it fo dreary. 
We feem to have taken ovt our earthquake in rain: fince the third week 
in June, there have not been five days together of dry weather. They tell 
us that at Colnbrook and Staines they aire forced to live in the firft floor. 
Mr. Chute is at the Vine, but I don’t expeét to hear from him; no poft 
but a dove can get from thence. Every poft brings new earthquakes; they 
have felt them in France, Sweden, and Germany :—what a c@nvulfion there 
bas been in nature! Sir Ifaac Neavton, fomewhere in’ his works, has this 
beautiful expreffion, The globe will want manum emendatricem. 


Ihave ‘been here this week with only Mr. Miintz ; from whence you may 
conclude I have been employed—-Memoires thrive apace, He feems ‘to 
wonder (for he has not a little of your indolence, I am not furpaifd you 
took to him) that I am continually occupied eyery minute of the day, 
reading, writing, * forming plans: in fhort, you knew me” He is an 
inoffenfive good creature, but ate cathes ppioreucz a foreign gazette than 
a pallet. 


I expect to find George Montagu in town to-morrow : his brother has at 
lait got a regiment. Not content with having deferved it, before he got it, 
by diftinguithed bravery awd indefatigable duty, he perfifts in meriting it 
fill. He immediately, unafked, gave the chaplainfhip (which others always 
{ell advantageoufly) to his brother’s parfon at Greatworth. I am almoft 
afraid it will make my commendation of this really handfome aétion look 
anterefted, when I add, that he has obliged me in the fame way, by making 
_ Mr. Mann his ¢lothier, before I had time to apply for it, Adieu! 1 find 
no news in town. 


Yours ever, ys 


HOR. WALPOLE. 
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one moment put fuch a conftruétion upon my words, as would have been a 
downright ftupid brutality, unprovoked? It is impoflible for me to recol- 
leét my very expreffion, but I am confident that I have repeated the whole 
fubftance. : 


How the bookfeller would be lef a lofer by being at more expence, I can 
eafily explain to you. He feared the price of half-a-guinea would feem too 
high to moft purchafers. If by the expence of ten guineasemore he could 
make the bogk appear fo much more rich and fhowy as to.induce people to. 
think it cheap, the profits from felling many more copies would amply re- 
compenfe him for his additional difburfement, 


The thought of having the head engraved was entirely Dodfley’s own, 
and againft my opinion, as I concluded it would be againft yours ; which 
made me determine to acquaint you with it before its appearance, 


When you refleét on what I have faid now, you will fee very clearly, 
that I had and could have no other poffible meaning in what I wrote laft. 
You might juftly have accufed me of neglect, if I had deferred giving you 
all theefatisfaétion in my power, as foon as ever I knew your uneafinefs. 


The head I give up. The title I think will be wrong, andeaotginfwer 
your purpofe; for, as the drawings are evidently calculated for the poems, 
why will the improper difpofition of the word defigns hefore foéms make the 
edition lefs yours?) Iam as ljttle convinced that there is any affeCtation in 
leaving out the Mr. before yowr names: it isa barbarous addition ; the other 
is dimple and claflic; a rank I cannot help thinking-due to both the poet and 
painter, Without ranging myfelf among claffics, I affure you, were I to 
print any thing with my mame, it fhould be plain Horace Walpole: Mr. 
is one of the Gothicifms] abominate*. The explanation* was certainly 
added for people who have not eyes:—fuch are almoft all who have feen 
Mr. Bentley’s drawings, and think to compliment him by miftaking them 
for prints. Alas !\ the eens want as much to have the words a man, 


* By Mr. Walpole’s having prefixed this is fo be fuppofed that Mr. Gray's opinion on this 
“ Gothici/m” to his name in feveral works pub- point had converted Mr. Walpole. E. 
lithed fubfequent to the date of this letter, it , * Of Mr. Bentley's defigne. © 


a cock, 
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acock, written under his drawings, as under the moft execrable hierogly- 
phics of Egypt, or of fign-poft painters ! ‘ 


I will fay no more now, but that you muft not wonder if I am partial to 
you and yours, when you can write as you do and yet feel fo little vanity. 
I have ufed freedoms enough with your writings to convince you I {peak 
truth: F praife and fcold Mr. Bentley immoderately, as I think he draws 
well or ill: I never think it worth my while to do either, efpecially to 
blame, where there are notegenerally vaft excellencies.—Good-night !— 
Don’t fufpeét’ me when I have no fault but impatience to make you eafy. 

Yours ever, 


HOR. WALPOLE, 


a * 
eal 


LETTER IL 


‘ Arlington-ftreet, Feb. 15, 1759. 


THE enclofed, which I have this minute received from Mr. Bentley, ex- 
plajns much that I had to fay to you—yet I have a queftion or two*ffore. 


Wha, and.what fort of man isa Mr. Sharp of Benet? Ihave received a 
moft obliging and genteel letter from him, with the very letter of Ed- 
ward VI. whith you was {0 yood as to fend me. I have anfwered his, but 
fhould like to know a little mgre.about him. .Pray thank the dean of Lin- 
coln too. for me: Tam much obliged to himefor his offer, but had rather 
draw upon his Lincolnfhip than his Cambridgehood*. In the library of the 
former are fome original letters of Tiptoft, as you will find in my catalogue. 
When Dr. Greene is there, I fhall be glad if he wil let me have them 
copied. “hs , 

I will thank you if you will look in fome provincial hiftory of Ireland for 
Odo (Hugh) Oneil king of Ulfter. When did he live? I have got a moft 
curious feal of his, and know no more of him! than of Ouacgaw kipg of the 
Pawwaws. ’ e . ‘ } 
 % | He was mafter of Benet-college, Cambridge. 

Bein ay Ae I wanted 
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I wanted to alk you, whether you, or any body that you believe in, believe 
in the queen of Scots’ letter to queen Elizabeth \—If it is genuine, I don’t 
wonder fhe cut her head off—but I think it mutt be tote forgery that was 
not made ufe of, 


Now to my diftrefs, —You sat have fiesta an sche dDahe, perhaps the 
book itfelf, the villainous book itfelf, that has been publifhed to’defend me 
againit the Critical Review’. I have beer childifhly unhappy about it, and 
had drawn up a proteftation or affidavit of my knowing nothing of it; but my 
friends would not let:me publifh it. ‘I Yent to the printer, who would not 
difcover the author—nor could I guefs, They tell me nobody can fufpect 
my being privy to it: but there is an intimacy affeéted that I think will de- 
ceive many—and yet I mutt be the moft arrogant fool living, if I could know 
and fuffer any body to {peak of me incthat ftyle, For God's fake, do all you 
can for me, and publifh my abhorrence. ‘To-day I am told that it is that 
puppy doétor Hill, who has chofen to make war with the magazines through 
my fides. 1 could pardon sr any abufe, but I never can forgive this 
Sriendfiip. Adieu? 


‘Yours .ever, cite ia OS 

oe ee “HOR. WALPOL§. 
. UPBA ea eee 

J ° ° ‘Paris, ‘Nov. 19, 1765. 


YOU are very kind:to enquire fo particularly after my gout. I with I may 
not be tod circumftantial in my anfwer : but you have tapped a dangerous 
topic; I can talk gout by the hour, It is my great mortification, and has 
difappointed all the hopés that I had built on temperance and hardine&. I 
have refitted like a hermit, and expofed myfelf to all weathers and féafons 
like a fmuggler ; and in vain. I haye however ftill fo much of the obfti- 


* See Murden’s State Papers, page $8, for Gritical Review, N® 25, for Deceinker 1758, 
“this curious letter. EB, where the unwarrantable liberties taken with 

It was called “Obfervations on the account that work and the honourable: author of ‘it are 
given of the Catalogue of Royall and Noble Au- examined and expofed.’ et 
thors of =o mg Be. in article vi. of the © ‘ 


nacy 





SETS OP Mek SCRA Ay TS 
Pas] ate roe Lt _ « : ' * 
“inacy of both profeffions left, that I think I thall continue, and cannot obey 
you in keeping myfelf warm. I haye gone through my {econd fit under one 
blanket, and already go about in‘a filk waiftcoat with my bofom unbut- 
toned. Tn fhort, I am as prejudiced to my regimen, though fo ineffectual, 
-as I could have been to all I expedted from it. The truth is, 1 am almoft 
as willin; ‘to have’ the gout as.to be liable to catch cold ; and muft run up 
fairs ia aa, in anid out of doors, when I will, or I cannot have the leaft 
fatisfation. | This will convinte you how readily I comply with another of 
your precépts, walking as fon as J am able.—For receipts, yo may truit me 
for makitig ufe of none: I would*not {ee a phyfician at the wort, but have 
‘«quacked myfelfas boldly as quacks treat ethers. I laughed at your idea of 
-quality-receipts, it came fo 4-propos. There isnot a man or woman here 
‘that is not a_ perfect old nurfe, and who does not talk gruel and anatomy 
‘with equal fluency and ignorance. » One inftance fhall ferve : madame de 
Bouzols, marfhal Berwick’s daughter, affured me there was nothing fo good 
‘for the gout, as to preferye the parings of my nails in a bottle clofe ftopped. 
When T try any illuftrious noftrum, I thall give the preference to this. 


So much for the gout ! I told you what was coming. Asto the miniftry, 

I know and care very little about them. I told you and told thasm long 

ago, that if ever a change happened I would bid adieu to politics for ever. 

Do me the juftice to allow that I have not altered with the times. I was fo 

impatient to put this refolution in execution, that I hurried out of England 

before I Wus fufficiently recgvered, I fhall not run the fame hazard again in 

hatte ; but will flay here till 1 am perfeétly well, and the feafon of warm 

weather coming on or arrived ; though the cliarms of Paris have not the leatt 

attraction for me, nor would keep me ge an hour on their own account. 

For the city itfelf, I cannot ‘conceive where my eyes were : it is the uglieft, 

beaftly. town in the univerfe. I have’ not feen a, mouthful of verdure 

out of it; nor have they any thing green but their treillage and window- 

tatters, Trees: cut into fire-fhovels, and ftuck into pedeftals of chaik, 

,compofetheir country. Their boafted knowledge’ of fociety is reduced to 
talking of their fuppers, and every malady they have about them, or know of. 
The dauphin is at the point of death : ever morning the phyficians frame 
an account of him ; and happy is he or fhe who can produce a cbpy of this 

lie, called a bulletin. The night before laft, one of thefe was produced at 

fapper where I was : it was read, and faid he had had wne evacuation fatide. 


I beg: 
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I beg your pardon, though you are not at ‘Supper. The old lady of the houfe 
(who by the way is quite blind, was, the regent’s miftrefs for a fortnight, and 
is. very agreeable) called out, Oh! they have forgot to mention that he 
threw down his chamber-pot, and was forced to change his bed. There were 
prefent feveral women of the firft rank ; as madame de la Valiere, whom 
you remember ducheffe de Vaujour, and who is ftill. miraculoufly pretty 
though fifty-three; a very handfome madame de Forcalquier, pos 96 an 
was this converfation at all particular to that,evening. — 

Their sites is not greater than their delicacy—-but I will o not expatiate. 
In fhort, they are another people from what they were. They may be 
growing wife, but the intermediate paflage is dulnefs. Several of the wo- 
men are agreeable, and fome of the men; but the latter are in general vain. 
and ignorant. ‘The /;avants—I beg thelr pardons, the /hilo/ophes—are in- 
fupportable, fuperficial, overbearing and fanatic: they preach inceflantly, 
and their avowed doétrine is atheifm ; you would not believe how openly— 
Don’t wonder therefore if I fhould return a Jefuit. Voltaire himfelf does not 
fatisfy them. One of their lady-devotes faid of him, // eff bigot, c’ff un 


deife. 


I am @8"little pleafed with their tafte in trifles. Crebillon 1s entirely out 
of fafhion, and Marivaux a proverb: marivauder and marivaudage are, efta~ 
blithed terms for being prolix and tirefome.—I thought that we were fallen, 
but they are ten times lower, = 

Notwithftanding all I have faid, I have found two or three focieties that » 
pleafe me; am amufed with thé novelty of the whole, and fhould be forry 
not to have come. The Dumenil is, if poffible, fuperior to what you remem- 
ber. Iam forry not to fee the Clairon; but feveral perfons whofe judg- 
ments feem the foundett prefer the former. Preville is admirable in low 
comedy. The mixture of Itdlian comedy and comic operas prettily written, 
and fet. to Italian mufic, at the fame theatre, is charming, and gets the 
better both of their operas and French comedy ; the latter of which is fel- 
dom full, with all its merit. Pe it-maitres are obfolete, like our lords Fop- 
pington—T gut le monde eft phile ‘When I grow very fick of this laft 
nonfenfe, 1 go and compofe mytelf at the Chartreufe, where I am almoft 
tempted to prefer Le Soeur to Oy painter I know——Yet what ssi old- 

trealures 
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saan are come to light, routed out of the Louvre, and ttown into new 
r-rooms at Verfailles !——But I have not room to tell fou what I have 
feen! I will keep oe and other chapters for Strawberry. Adieu! and 
thank you. 
t Yours ever, 
hace tie; ‘ HOR. WALPOLE. 


Old Mariette had el me a print by Diepenbecke of the duke and 
duchefs of Newcatftle at diyner with their family. You would oblige me, 
if you would look into all their graces’ folios, and fee if it is not a frontif- 
piece to fome one of them. Then he has fuch a Petitot of madame d’Olonne ! 
The Hyon nesta offeredshim - louis for it—Alack, fo would I! 


i . 
—————— ol  ——_—_— 


LETTER Iv. 
” Cambridge, December 13, 176s. 


I AM very much obliged to you for the detail you enter into on the 
fubje& of your own health: in this you cannot be too circunfffintial for 
me, who had received no account of you, but at fecond hand—fuch as, that 
you weredlangeroufly ill, and therefore went to France; that you meant to 
try a better climate, and therefore ftaid at Paris; that you had relapfed, 
and were cOnfined tq your bed, and extremely in vogue, and fupped in the 
beft company, and were at all public diverfions. 1 rejoice t find (impro- 
bable as it feemed) that all the wonderful part of this is ftriétly true, and 
that the ferious part has been a little exaggerated. This latter I conclude 
not fo much from your own account of yourfelf, as from the {pirits in 
which I fee you write ; and Jong may they continue te fupport you! I mean 
in a_reafonable degree of elevation: but if (take notice) they are fo 
volatile, fo flippant, as to fuggett any of thofe doétrines of health, which 
you preach with all the zeal of a French atheift; at leaft, if they really do 
influence your pragtice; I utterly renougce them and all their works. 
They are evil Spirits, and will, lead you TD stultenFens--Sonis have long 
built your hopes on temperaiice, you fay, and hardinefs. On the firtt 
poset me Ke wai -The fecond has totally difappointed you, and therefore 

ee 9 you 
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By what i of their religious or rather irreligious opinions, ‘you ‘muft 
not conclude heir people of quality, atheifts—at leaft not the men—Happily 
for them, poor fouls! they are not capable of going fo far into thinking. 
They affent to a great deal, becaufe it is the fathion, and: becaufe they 
don't kuow how to contradic. They are afhamed to defend the Roman 
catholic religion, becaufe it is quite exploded ; but I am convinced they 
believe it in their hearts. They hate the parliaments and the philofophers, 
and are rejoiced that they may ftilk idolize royalty. At prefent. too they 
are a little triumphant: the court has fhowma little fpirit, and the parlia- 
ments much lefs: but as the duc de Cheifeul, who is very fluttering, un- 
fertled, and inclined to the philofophers, has made a. compromife with the 
parliament of Bretagne,:the parliaments might venture out again, if, as I 
fancy will be the cafe, they are not glad to dropa caufe, of which they 
began to be a little weary of the inconveniencies. 


The generality of the men, and more than the generality, are dull and 
empty. They have taken up gravity, thinking it. was philofophy and 
Englifh, and fo have acquired nothing in the room-of their natural levity 
and. cheerfulnets, However, as their high opinion of their own ‘country 
remajys. for which ‘they can no longer affign any reafon, they are cons 
temptuous and referved, inftead of being ridiculoufly, confequently pardon- 
ably, impertinent. I have wondered, knowing my own countrymen, that 
we had ‘attained fuch a fuperiority——I wonder no longerj und: mayer 
little more refpeét for Englith heads than 1 had. 3) 


py 
C 


The women do not feem of tie fame country : if they are lefs gay than 
they were, they ate more informed, enough to make them very converfe- 
ble. I know fix or feven with very Riperior underftandings 5 5 fome of them 
with wit, or with foftuets, or very good fenfe. ) YOR Rie TAG 

| a 2 

Madame Geoffrin, of whom you have heard much, is an Wei anh 
woman, with more common fenfe than 1 almoft ever met with. ' Great 
\quicknefS in difcovering charaéters, penetration in going to the bottom © of 
_ them, , and a pencil that pevek fails in a likenefs—feldom a favourable” one, 
She exadts and preferves, fpite of her birth and their nonfenfical preju- 
dices abdut nobility, great court and attention. This the acquires by a 
thoufand little arts and offices of friendfhip ; and by a freedom and feverity, 

3 * which” 
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Whieh»feems: tobe her fole end of drawing a concourfe td her ; for the 
énfifts oni-feolding thofe the inveigles to her, She has little kafte and lef 
knowiledge, but protects artifans and authors, and courts a few people to 
have »the» credit: of ferving her dependents. . She was. bred under the 
famous madame Tenvin, who advifed her never. to refute. any.man; for, 
{aid her ‘miftref, ‘though’ nine! in ten, fhould not care a firthing for you, 
ei to bevan ufeful friend. She didsnot adopt or reject. the 
whole plan, but fully retained the purport of the maxim. — In thort, the is 
an epitome, of empire, fubfifting by rewards and punithmentse .. Her great 
enemy, madame du Deffand, was for a fhort time miftrefs of the regent, is 
now very old and {tone blind, but retains all her vivacity, wit, memory, 
judgment, | paflions and agreeablenefs She goes to operas, plays, fuppers, 
and Verfailles; gives {uppers twice a week; has every thing new read to 
her ; makes new fongs and epigrams,, aye, admirably, and remembers every 
one that has been made thefe fourfcore years. She correfponds with Vol- 
taire, dictates charming Jetters to him, contradi¢ts him, is no bigot to him 
orany body, and laughs both at the clergy and the philofophers. In a dif- 
pute, into which the eafily falls, the is very warm, and yet fcarce ever in 


the wrong: her judgment on every fubject is as juft as poffible; on every . 


_ pointoof conduét-as. wrong as poffible: for the is all love and hatred, paflion- 
ate for her friends condant {till anxious. to be loved, I dom” mean 
by lovers, and a vehement enemy, but openly, As the can have no amufe- 
«ment but’ converfation, the leaft folitude and ennui are. infupportable to her, 
and put her into the power of feveral worthlefs people, who eat her fup- 
pers when they can ¢at nobedy’s of higher rank; wink to one another and 
laugh at her ; hate her becauge fhe has forty times more parts*—and venture 
meinieetnndaten3 is not rich,.., She hag an old friend whem I mutt 
mention, a monfieur, Pondeyelle, author, ofthe Fat puni, and the Com- 
plaifant, and of.thofe pretty novels, the Comte de Cominge, the Siege of 
Calais, and les Malheurs de I’Amour. Would not: you expeé this old 
aman to be. ve agreeable? . He can be fo,. but feldom is ; yet he has gno- 
ther, very. di ae and very y FDS, talent, the art of parody, and is 
i is ki He « s tales to the tunes of lon darices :” 
aphnis and Chloe to one, ai 
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of love. With atl hid, He had HOt the Teil 1déa"of ‘chedifulries inicalivde- 
fation ; feldorh fpeaks ‘bat on grave fubje@s, and not often-on them ; isa 
homourift , very fupercilious, and wrapt up in admiration of his own country, 
as the only judge of his sj His air and look are cold and fo fo ling ; 
afk him to fing, or praife Kis works, his eyes ¢ and fmiles'c pen and brigh 
up.’ In fhort, I'can thow him to yout the’ felf-applatid ig poet in FE 
garth’s Rake’s Progrefs, "the fecond print, tes oe pis vers se 
very wig, that youw6uld” Kenow ‘hit by it, ‘if you 
certainly will tot ge to aaa 
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Madame de Mivépoti’ $ ‘ech is “excellent of the ufeful kind, 
and ‘can be fo when the pleafes of the agreeable kind. She has’read, but 
feldom fhows it, and has perfeé tafte. Her manner is cold, ‘but very civil | 
and {he conccals even the blood of Lorrain, without ever forgetting’ it. 
Nobody in France knows the world better, and nobody is perfonallyfo — 
well with the king. ‘She is falfe, artful, and” infintating: beyond meafure 
when it is her intereft, but indolent anda coward. She never had any 
paffion but gaming, ‘and always lofes. For ‘ever paying court, the ‘fole 
~ produce of a life of art is to get money from the king to carry ‘on a’eourfe 
of pay: ine debts or contraéting new ones, which the diftharges as faft as 
fhe is able. She advertifed devotion to get made dame*du palais ‘to the 
queen; and the very next day this -princefs ‘of ‘Lorrain was feen «riding 
- ‘backwards with ma padour in the latter"s coach. “Wlfen'the king 

was ftabbed and heartily ‘fri ened, the miftrefs took a panic ten, and con- 
fulted d’Argenfon, whether the had not beft rake of in time. ‘He hated 
her, and faid, By all y ans. * Mada ame de Mirepoix advifed her to ftay.. 

ing"recovered his {pirits, d’Argenfo was banithed, ent ta mpayedite 
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a ta isa ‘aa, miftrefe of the 
ot FA his wife. She is two women, 
d the lower, I need not tell you that the ‘Tower is galant, and 
retentions. The upper is very pain ‘and ‘lias ‘@ meafured 

uence Hae is jut and pleafing—but all is {poiled by an unrelaxed atten- 
tion to You would think the was always sg for her picture to 
her tiga Exot ‘ 
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el abas ho 1 
aleheaamane rent sa all the reft, Her underftanding is 


jut and. delicate; with a finefl > of we the refult of reflection. Her 

pes tap Zags Ni: le, anc ee icavante, without any declared 

en cl onfieur de Nivernoisy, for you mutt 

‘lee » sii read in r novels. It requires the 

eat eburdelo difcovs er the {mallet conneéion 

rekae fexes here. No familiarity, | but under the veil of friendfhip, 

is permitted, and love’s di@ionary is as much prohibited, as at firit fight one 

fhould. think his ritual was. All you hear, and that pronounced with non- 

-chalance; is, that’ mon/ieur un tel has had madame une telle.  Heriuc de 
: Nivernois has parts, an “writes at the “top ¢ of the ma fel ocre ae, as madame 
> Geoffrin +fays, is. manqué far tout; guerrier manqué, ambaffadeur man- 
| be homme @ affaires manque, and auteur mangué—N0,_ he is not homme 
; PI He wot a ‘think freely, ‘but has fome ambition of be- 
dauphiy, and is more ‘qfraid of his wife and daughter, 

fag hice ‘qut-chatters the duke of New- 


aftle;,and the latter, madame .de Gifors, Teionnitint Pitt's eloquesice in 
Sete a le aobathap OPPs, * WOR cu de-N verh edo inal 
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mm the moft turn and propriety of expreffion, Oh! it is the gentleft, 
amiable, civil, little creature that éver came out of a fairy egg! So jutt in 
its. phrafes and thoughts, fo attentive and good-natured | Every body loves 
it, but its hufband, who prefers his own filter the ducheffe de Grammont, 
an amazonian, fierce, haughty dame, who loves and hates arbitrarily, and is 
detefted: Madame de Choifeul, paffionately fond of her hufband, was the 
martyr of this union, but at laft fubmitted with a good gtace;, has. gained a 
little credit with him, and is ftill believed to mene! him—But I doubt it—the 
takes too much pains to eee it. é fing bi 
T cannot finifh my lit wthiat adding a much more common charaGter— 
but more complete in its kind than any of the foregoing, ‘the marechale 
-de Luxembourg. She has been very handfome, very abandoned, and very 
mifchievous. Her beauty is gone, her‘ lovers are gone, and fhe thinks the 
devil is coming. This dejeétion has foftened her into being rather agree- 
able, for the has wit and good-breeding ; but you would fwear, by the reft- 
leffnefs of her perfon and the horrors fhe cannot conceal, that, fhe had 
figned the compaét, and expected to be swe — ina week for the ~iik 
formance! ; . 
* eee Fe 
I could add many pictures, but none fo remarkable. In duit I fend you, 
there is not a feature beftowed gratis or exaggerated. For the beauties, of 
which there are a few confiderable, as mefdames de Brionne, de” Monaco, 
et d’Egmont, they have not yet loft mid nse ri wi teenie 


‘You muft not attribute my jatimac: Pat oo Paris to curiofity alone, An 
accident unlocked the doors for me. t paffe- ~far-tout, called the fafhion, 
has made them fly open—and what do you think was that fathion ?—T my- 
felf—Yes, like queen Elinor in the ballad, 1 funk at Charing-crofs, and have 
rifen in the fauxbourg St. Germain, A plaifanterie on Rouffeau, whofe ar- 
rival here in his way to you brought me acquainted with many anecdotes 
conformable to the idea I had conceived of him, got about, was liked much 
more than it deferved, {pread like wild-fire, and made me the fubje&.of con- 
verfation. Rouffeau’s devotees were offended hs a de Boufflers, with 

“tone of fentiment, and the afcents of lamenting humanity, abufed me 
heartily, and then complained tq myfelf with the utmoft foftnefs. I aéted 
contrition, but had like to have fpoiled | all, by growing dreadfully tired of a 

fecond 





MOTT, TRO pgp MAS GRAY. 367 


fecond leSture from’ the prince of Conti, who took up the Wall, and made 
_ himfelf the hero of a hiftory wherein he had nothing to do.} I liftened, did 
not underftand half he faid (nor he neither), forgot the reft, faid Yes when I 
fhould have faid No, yawned when I fhould have fmiled, and was very 
penitent when I fhould have rejoiced at my pardon. Madame de Boufllers 
was more dittreffed, for he owned twenty times more thafi I had faid:: the 
frowned, ard made him figns-; but fhe had wound up his clack, and there 
was no {topping it. ‘The, moraent fhe grew angry, the houfe of the lord 
grew charmed, and it has been my fault if I am not-at theshead of a nu- 
merous feét :—but when I left @# triumphant party in England, I did not 
come hither to be at the head of a fafhion, However, I have been fent for 
about like an African prince or a learned canary-hbird, and was, in particular, ° 
éarried by force to the princefs of Talmond, the queen's coufin, who lives 
in’a charitable apartment in the Luxembourg, and was fitting on a fimall bed 
hung with faints and Sobiefkis, in'a corner of one of thofe vaft chambers, by 
two blinking tapers. T {tumbled over a cat, a foot-ftool, anda chamber-pot in 
iy journey to her prefence. She could not find a fyllable to fay to me, and 
the vifit ended with her begging a lap-dog., Thank the Lord! though this 
is the firft month, it is the laft week, of my reign; and I thall refign my, 
crown with great fatisfaétion to a bovillie of chefnuts, which is jutt invented, 
and whofe annals will be illuftrated by fo many indigeftions, thétParis will 
not,wanp any thing'cl{e thefe three weeks. I will enclofe the fatal letter * 
after I have finifhed this enormous one ; to which I will only add, that no- 
thing hav«ipterrupted my Sevigné-refearches but the froft. The abbé de 
Malesherbes has given me full power to ranfack Livry. I did not tell you, 
that by great accident, whea 1 thought onsnothing lefs, I ftumbled on an 
riginal pi@ure of the comte-de Grammont’ Adieu! You are generally in 
‘London in, March: I fhall be there by the end of it. | , 
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a. emer ee eat cad 1 ra 6 a om 

gle RECEIVED: the Baas at were re good to f 1d me, and I ; 
again (indeed I teuld hardly, be faid, to, have read it efo €) Ww with a tentio 
and with pleafure. Your fecond edition 3 is fo rapi in its progrels, tha 
will now hardly anfwer any purpofe to, tel you either my ior 
or thofe of other people. Phalgrslaye is, that you _are-uniyer 
but what ee think, is not fo eafy to come at, We ftay 

“ce dir 













fuccefs, to learn the judgment o of tke town town, din ou 
_ thofe of more competent judges. If they like you, we thal: 
name write againft you, we give you 2 for we are de 





ourfélves, and not without reafon. | ‘'y in particular lar is ot our forts 
for (the truth is) we:fead only modern Socks aad eee aes of the day. 
Thave heard it objected, that you raife doubts and difficulties, and do not fa- 
tisfy them by telling us what was really the cafe. . I have heard you charged. 
avith difrefpeét to the king of Pruffia ; and above all to ki ; William, ‘and. 
_ the revolution. . Thefe are ferioufly. the -moft ay things ge ‘Said, ; 
-anf@ all that 1 can recollect. ail nem to juftify ‘yourfelf, you may, 


i ae 
gi ee aac th Ai de 











My own objets are fitle more ellen 


T could point out | feveral fmall particula 
think’ it can ferve met parpe © afte | 
théy often efeape me, partly: b = fe 
partly becaufé from Tabi 11 ae 
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and imprifoned once before, he had regained his liberty, and bid teow 3 and 
‘was ftill adored by the people. I fhould think, from the wom tyranni, the 
paflage was written after Richard had affumed the crown: but, if it was 
earlier, does not the bare imputation imply very early fufpicions at leait of 
Richard’s bloody nature, efpecially in the mouth of a perfon that was no 
enemy to thé houfe of York, nor friend to that of Beaufort f 


- That the duchefs of Burgundy, to try the temper of the nation, fhould 
fet up a falfe pretender to thethrone {when fhe had the true ditke of York 
in ‘her hands), and that the queen mbther (knowing her fon was alive) thould 
countenance that defign, isa piece of policy utterly incomprchenfible ; being 
the moft likely means to ruin their own fcheme, and throw a juft fufpicion ” 
of fraud and falfehood on the caufe of truth, which Henry could not fail to 
feize, and turn to his own advantage. - ‘ 


Mr. Hume’s firft query, as far as relates to the queen-mother, will {till 
have fome weight. Is it probable, the fhould give her eldeit daughter to | 
Henry, and invite him to claim the crown; unlefs fhe had been fare that 
her fons were then dead? As to her feeming confent to the match betwe 
Elizabeth and Richard, fhe and her daughters were in his power, which ap- 
peared now well fixed, his enemies’ defigns within the kingdom being every 
where defeated, and Henry unable to raife any confiderable force abroad. 
She was timorous and hopelefs ; or fhe might diffemble, in order to cover her 
fecret dealings with Richmond; and if this-were the cafe, the hazarded little, 
fuppofing Richard to ‘diflemble too, and never to have thought ferioufly of 


marrying his niece, free | 


Another unaccountable thing is, that Richard, a prince of the houfe of 
York, undoubtedly brave, clear-fighted, artful, attentive to bufinels ; of 
boundlefs generofity, as appears from his grants ;, juft and merciful, as his 
laws and his pardons feem to teftify; having fubdued the queen and her 
hated faétion, and been called firft to the prote@orthip and then to the crown 
by the body of the nobility and by the parliay‘ent; with the common peo- 
ple to friend (as Carte often afferts), and’havifng nothing againft him but the 
iNegitimate family of his brother Edward, afd the attainted houfé of Cla- 
rence (both ofthem within his power) ;—tha\'fuch aman fhould fee within 
a few months Buckingham, his beft friend, and almoft all the fouthern and 
ser W.) é vi Bh weftern 
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weiteth counfies on ight day in arms againft him; that, having feen all 
thefe infurre@ions come to nothing, he fhould march with a gallant army 
againft a handful of needy adventurers, led by a fugitive, who had not the 
fhadow of a title, nor any virtues to recommend him, nor any foreign 
ftrength to depend on ; that he fhould be betrayed by almoft all his troops, 
and fall a facrifice sie this is to me utterly eset ha Ido not ever 
expect to fee it accounted for, eer Eke rae ene hr aha 
NIPRL  cahagat wk ie 
I take this opportunity to tell yo, that sacl ton I fee in the pew 
edition of his works printed at Leghorn) being employed to buy pigtares 
for the king of Poland, purchafed among others the famous Holbein, that 
was at Venice. It don’t appear that he knew any thing of your book: yet 
he calls it the com/ul Meyer and his uted as if it were then known. ‘ be 
fo in that city.  * ps 
A young man here, whois a diligent reader: Oe your vols an n antiquary, 
and a painter, informs me, that at the Red-lion inn at Newmarket jis a 
piece of tapeftry containing the very defign of your marriage of Henry the © 
fixth, only with feveral more figures in it, both men and women ;, that he 
woud have bought it of the people, but they rica to part with i it. 


Mr. Mafon, who is Here) Aches to preter, his refpeéts to you. He fays, 
"that to efface from our annals the ‘hiftory of any tyrant is to-do an effen- 
tial injury to mankind: but he forgives it, ae poe penn. ey 
the foventh to bea ‘greater devil ‘chan rauxpaca | 

Pray do not tbe out of iets When } you a firl pide an a 
you expofed yourfelf to pit, box and ek Any coxcomb in the world 
may come in and hifs, if he pleafes ; aye, and (what is almoft as bad) | clap 
too, and you cannet hinder him, I faw a little. fquib fired at you in a 
newipaper. by fome of me sec rs York, a = Secaking MERE pee 
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7 have ior me a long and very obligin letter, amd! Tam ex- 
i out of humour with you. I faw is by Mr. haa acta 
i. called direétly at Dodfley’s to know ifthis was to be more than a’ new édi- 
tion} He. was not at home, himfelf, but his foreman told mg he thought 
there were fome hew picces, ; ‘and notes to the whole. It was very unkind, 
not y to go out. of town without mentioning them to me, without fhow- 
ing to me, but not to® fay a word of them in this letter. Do you 
think I am indifferent, or not curious, about what’ you write ? T have ceafed 
to afk you, becaufe you have fo long refufed to fhow me any thing. © You 
could not fuppofe I thought that you’ never write. No; but I concluded ¢ 
you did not intend, at leaft yet, to publifh what you had written. As you 
_did intend it, T might haye expected a month’s preference. You will do 
me the juftice to own that I had always rather have feen your writings 
than have fhown you mine; which you know are the moft hafty trifles in 
the world, and which, though I imay be fond of the fubject when freth, i 
conttantly forget in'a very fhort time after they are publifhed. "Phi wold 
found like affectation to others, but will not to you. It would be affeéted, 
even to you, to fay I am indifferent to fame——I certainly am not, but I 
am indifferent to almoft any thing I have done to acquire it. The greater 
part are mere compilations ;* and no wonder they are, as you fay, incorre¢t, 
when they are commonly written with people i in the room,as Richard and the 
Noble Authors were, But I doubt there is‘ more intrinfic fault in them ; 
which is, that I cannot corre&t them. If I write tolerably, it muft be at 

once; I can neither’ mend nor add. The articles of lord Capel and lord 
Peterborough, ‘in the fecond edition of the Noble Authors, coft me more 

¢ than all the reft ‘together : and you may perceive that the worft 


pat ‘Richard, in point of eafe and iw what relates to the papers 







e me on ‘Jane Shore, ‘becaufe it wasytacked on fo long afterwards, 
“and when mj ny impetus was chilled. Iffomd time or other you will take 
ble of pointing out the inaccuracies of it, I fhall be mugh oblige® 

prefent I thall meddle no cod it. It has taken its fate ; 

n to Complain. I ‘found it as condemned indeed before 


é t % ‘ } 
arr oe; ' : B bb2 | and, d 
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hand, which | was: ‘what I alluded to! Since publication ie has happened’ to 
me before) ce fuccels has gone beyond my ag agian 


Not only at Cambridge, but here, there have been wot wife isige to 
think me. too free with the king of Pruffia! A new{paper | has talked 
_of my known inveteracy to him.—Truly, I love him as well as I do moft 

kings, The greater offence is my reflection on lord Clarendon: "It is for- 
gotten that I had overpraifed him beforé. Pray turn to the new State 
Papers, from which, it is faid, he compofed his hiftory. “You will find they 
are the papers from which he did not compofe his hiftory. And yet I ad- 
mire my lord Clarendon more than thefe pretended admirers do. But T do 
not intend to juftify mffelf. I can as little fatisfy thofe who complain 
that I do not let them know what really did happen. If this inquiry can 
ferret out any truth, I fhall be glad. I have picked up a few more circum- 
ftances. I now want to know what Perkin Warbeck’s proclamation Wwas,, 
which Speed in ‘his hiftory fays is preferved by bifhop Leflic, If you look 
in Speed, perhaps yourwill be abte to affift me, 


The duke of Richmond and lord Lyttelton agree with you, that I have 
not d(culpated Richard of the murder of. pak, I. I own to you, it is 
the crime of which in my own mind I believe him moft guiltlefs. Had 1 
thought he committed it, I fhould never have taken the troublesto apolo- 
gize for the reft, . lam not at all pofitive or obftinate on your other ob- 
jedtions, nor know exactly what I believe on many points of this ftory. 
And 1 am fo dincere, that, except a few notes hereafter, I fhall leave the 
matter to be fettled or difepfied by others, As you have written much 
too little, I have written a great deal too much, and think only of finifhing 
the two or three other things I have begun—and of thofe, nothing but, the 
laft volume of painteys is defigned for the refent public. a has one 
to do when turned fifty, byt really think of Fnifhing ? i 


Ls am much obliged and flattered by. Mr. Mafon’s ap probation, and 
ticularly. by having had almoft : he fame tho alate _ Se 1 fad, spe 
«ple need not be angry at mye Richard ;,1 have nan ditt their 
fund of hatred, Ihave ‘only trai sferred it from: Richard;to Henry. "Well, 
but 1 have found you clofe W. Miafon+No Souby, cry Prating 1 L, fome- 
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ssenieiale come out '-———-Oh ! _no—leave’ us, both of you, to Annabellas 
and Epiftles to Ferney,. that give. Voltaire an account of his own strage- 
dies, to Macarony fables that are more unintelligible than Pilbay’s are in the 
original, to Mr. Thornton’s’ /hurdy-gurdy poetry, and to Mr, ——, who 
has imitated himfelf worfe than any fop in 4 magazine”'would have done. 
In truth, if you thould abandon us, L could not wonder— When Garrick’ s 
prologues and epilogues, his own Cymons and farces, and the comedi¢s of 
the fools that pay court to him, are the delight of the age, it does not nrg 
ferve any thing better. . : 


Pray read the new account of Corf ca, What relates to Paoli will amufe 
you much, There is a deal*about the ifland and its divifions that one does 
not care a ftraw for. The author, Bofwell, isa ftrange being, and, like 
———, has a rage of knowing any body that ever was talked of. He 
forced himfelf upon me at Paris in {pite of my teeth and my doors, and I 
fee has: given a foolifh account of all he could pick up from me about king 
Theodore. He then took an antipathy to me on Rouffeau’s account, 
abufed me in the newfpapers, and exhorted Roufleau to do fo too: but as 
he came to fee me no more, I forgave all the reft. I fee he now isa little 
fick of Rouffeau himfelf, but I hope it will not cure him of his anger 8 
me. However, his book’ will lam fure entertain you. > - 


I will “ld but a word or two more, t am criticized for the expreffion 
tinker ufo: in the preface. Is this one of thofe that you objeét to? I own 
I think fuch a low expreffion, placed to ridicule an abfufd inftance of wife 
folly, very forcible. Replace it with an elevated word or phrafe, and to 
Pi conception it becomes as flat as pollible, » ’ 


George Selwyn fays I I nay if I pleafe, write hiftorie’ doubts on site pre- 





fent duke of G— too, dager they would be doubts, for I know nothing 

certainly, Y. ff 

a cof wih Swit Indeed? ing, of ities 5 wats, revolutions, faAions; and 
ir other chufes oceafioned thefe defeéts in ancient 
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ertainties.” 
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- Will-youbet iad ded dook? into Beflie de rebus Scotorum, and fee if 
Pee eet is there, ee pe ana ne OO ii ~~. | 
find’ wi tc Sp eer rt Mii oh ROAR a eg abiae: ) 

trisha omy ha ah ond par 

“4 hive written in farche thatry, 1 iclisheryeni fearce be able to pi a 
fetter—ahd as 1 have juft been Pd sp: perhaps: the ih maynet 
be clearer vagerbaintaie'r. a Adieu! — aie eee Per iron 08 / 

FX er ee hie hh gk a be em by ei Ere : 
Yours ever, pe ghereraere 
Po OY ace ms ~ HOR. WALPOLE. 
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"enka 6h 25, 1768. 


TO your friendly accufation, I am \ glad I.can plead not guilty with, a fafe 
confvience. Dodfley told me in, the {pring that the plates from Mr. Bent- 


"Jey’s defigns were worn out, and he wanted to have them copied and re- 


duced toa {maller fcale fora new edition. I diffuaded him from fo filly an 
expence, afid defired he would put inno ornamentsat all. The Long Story 
was to be totally omitted, as its only ufe (that of ‘explaining the prints) was 
gone: but to fupply-the place of it in bulk, left my words thoxlll be mif- 
taken for the works of a flea, or a pifimire, I promifed to fend him, an equal 
weight of poetry or profe : fo, fince my returm hither, 1 put up about two 
ounces of ftuff; viz. The Fatal Sifters, The Defcent of Odin (of both 
which you have'copies), a bit°of fomething from the Welch, and certain 
little notes, partly from juftice (to acknowledge the debt, where I had ; bor- 
rowed any thing), partly from ill temper, juft to tell the gentle reader, that 
Edward I, was not ae soe Cromwell, nor queen Elizabeth the witch of 
Endor, This is literally all; and with all this I thall be but a thrimp of an 
author. I gave leave ye. print the famé ee eile bar I Bat 
my packet has mifeartied, for } 
you fay 'to me fo civilly; that T ; 


{like the pamphleteer, who is 
What has one to do, when ! 










YOUs that till sritine dca 
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witb 1 kei and becaufe I like-myfelf better when Ido fo. If 
-becaufe I cannot. | As you have not this lait plea, 
I py ees you fhould not continue as long as it ‘is agreeable to 
yourfelf, aud tovall fuch.as have any curiofity or judgment in the fubjeéts 
you choofe t > treat. By the way let me tell you (while it is freth) that 

was lately-dining ‘at Cambridge, {peaking (as J am told) 
handfomiely sof your book, faid, it was pity you did not know that his coufia 
Manchefter had a genealogy of the kings, which came down no lower than 
to Richard III. and at the efd of it were two portraits of Richard and his 
fon, in which that king appearedto be a handfome man. I tell you it as I 
hes it: “perhiape you may think it worth enquiring into, 


I have: Joudeed 3 into Speed ind: Leflie, It appears very odd, that Speed in 
the fpeech he makes for P. Warbeek, addrefled to James IV. of Scotland, 
fhould three times ‘cite the manufcript proclamation of Perkin, then in the 
hands of fir Robert Cotton; and yet when he gives us the proclamation 
‘afterwards (on occafion of the infarreétion in Cornwall) ‘he does not cite 
any fuch manufcript. In'Cafley’s Catalogye of the Cotton Library you may 
fee whether this manufcript proclamation {till \exifts or not; if it does, itt 
‘may be found at the Mufzum. Leflie will give you no {atisfaction at all: 
Keg no fabje& of England, he could not write freelyon this mater, as 

of Mary his miftref$ to the crown of England was derived from 
that" ae of Henry VII. Accordingly, he every where treats Perkin as anim- 
s¥yet drops feveral little expreffions inconfittent with that fuppofition, 
‘He et preferved no proclamation :: ‘he only puts.a fhort fpeech into Per- 
*kin’s mouth, the fubftance of which is takem by Speed, and tranflated in the 
end of his, which is a good deal louger: the whole matter is treated by 
i Leflie very concifely and fuperficially. 1 can éafily tranferibe it, if you 
t pibate) bat ibeccnen ie that it: could antvier va domgysaey 
Paes 


‘OCR ia tet: vasa PACHA Sete WER Ya 4 a3, 






Mg. Zofwell’s book pia: ey to recor ee Jat, ne I received 
“your. ters Pat cise and. moved me Yan; ely, all (I mean) that re- 
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I had been told of a manufeript i a Benet-library ;, the infeription of itis.» 
Ttinerarium Fr. ris Simonis Simeonis wrens Illuminatoris, 1322. . Would ... a 
not one think this thould promife promife fomething ? eg Pwierataints Francitean. | - 
friars that came from Ireland, and paffed through ' Wales to London, to€an- . 
terbury, to Dover, ‘and fo to France, in their way to Jerufalem. - All that 
relates to our own country has been tranferibed for me, and (forryamIto. | 
fay) fignifies not a halfpenny : only this. little bit might We-aeiaihed ik peli 
next edition of the Painters: Ad aliud caput! civitatis (Londonie) eft) 
monafterium “nigrorum: ‘monachorum nomine+ Weftmonafterium, in quo | 4 
conitanter et communiter omnes reges Aniglize | liuntur-——et eidem mé- | 
nafterio quafi immediaté conpungitur illud: fa mum palatium regis, in 
quo eft illa vulgata camera, in cujus parietibus funt omnes hiftoriz bellicz | 
totius Biblie ineffabiliter depicte, atque in Gallico completiffime et perfec- i 

 tiffime conferipte in non modica i eicsasinies admiratione et aman regali 
magnificentia * pS AR) ee SM GA pe STAR TS 9 Wie tS, 

> at GRE RE eae is Seek oe: ke of is 
I have had Gane Pa seat Ps on at Royal and Noble Authors. given 
me to fend you perhaps about three years ago : laft week I-found them in a 
—drawer, and (my ‘contcience. being ora now enclofe them . you: ie 
have even forgot w whofe the ‘te ply fo cee eee pie" Bey 
i; i goes Sales eo 
I have been alto told of.a ni Se Ph. de Comirita)-whick (if repo) 
ought not to have been pafled over. The book is not ‘athand at. Benen; 





and Lmuft conclude my letter. Adieu t a shi agit ale ek witb ast 
~ : : fg , he ih Nee fee Se Uv es a 40 2OLa ae 
° ts eg Ra ‘Yam ever yo 3," 
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oe PY. eee eh . ¥ 
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jut I mutt reply.a few: more words. I fhall 
and to. bane: eal mee A ne 
ancient odes; but I was in hopes there were, fome 'piecc too th tide 
feen. Iam Sorry there are noth aa Oe sikh 


ae gh ‘ ae. 
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I PLAGUE you to-death, \ 
‘be very glad to fee in print, 





I troubled you about Perko s cone ‘a 


ee eae 










ve perfuade caetmauaetiteceariss Arion Mestre no fuch 
ng there; nor, what is more, in Cafley’s catalogue, which I have twice 
int 28 ap apa Dalrymple in Scotland, to — 
it, becaufe. I would produce it if I could, though it fhould — 
mé: but he, T believe, thinking I enquired with the contrary 
very drily, that it wae publifhed at York, and.was not to be 
land. Whether. he is difpleated that I have plucktd a hair 
trefles their great hiftorian ; or whether, as 1 fatpedt, he is of 
kit William; this reply was all the notice he took of my letter . 
and ricky 1 only fmiled, as I. muft do when I find, one party is angry 
ee cnod oe ether: on lord Clarendon’s account. 
ees Rae Hah - es ALD 
The anfwer sniper sp is s Guthrie’ 8 yore is ; Riniaie chat I heck bahin no 
notice of his mice ‘T thall take as little of his pamphlet; but his end 
will be anfwe ‘fells that and one or two copies of his Hiftory... Mr. 
Hume, 1 am told, grey cinit ‘up an anfwer too, which I thall-fee, and, if I 
get him:to:publith ; for, if I fhould ever choofe to fay any thing 
more ont this fabject, 1 had rather reply to him than to hackhey-writers :—40 
the latter, indeed, I never will reply. A few notes I have to"xdd that will 
be very matgrial ; and I with to get fome account of a book that was once 
fold at-Ofborit's, that exifts perhaps at Cambridge, and of which I found a 
_ memorandum t’other day in my note-book.” It sis called A paradox, or 
-apolo ry for Richard IIL» ie! fir William Cornwallis. If you could difcover 
aks yeu. Bigg Oe Ee , 


Lees halt 












strates: wink ations Thove not enitsagedadyliable fince the general 
warrants, very obligingly fent me an account of the roll at Kimbolton; and 
| aie at my defire, setae for me and fent it th town’. It is as 
‘lord 1 igs 3 but by what Ifcan read of it (for it is 
tten a atic Fit is nota rol? of kings, but of pe 3 
offetiec saath earls of Warwick’: er have not-for o 

Ene oer aes T do not know, oatlatng 
and. wits —e" it! 
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: “vpenge Te Rete ea te Y A, é 
._* From this roll wete t She eck pein tare Dy, now int ab 
"lithe inthis edition: “E? Pace ad cst Tee Re Ea 6 I 
he 7 lo nak laters Posts f -- 3 oer ye ; re .f ¢ c ' * 7 ron lndow 
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concludes, He is there fit with his wife and fon, and Edward IV. and 

Clarence and his wife, and Edward their fon (who unluckily is a little old 
_ man), and Pinger countefs of Salifbury, their daughter-———But why dof 
fay with thefe? There is every body elfe too—and what is moft meritori+ 
ons, the habits of all the times are admirably well obferved from the moft 
favage ages. Each figure is tricked with a pen, well drawn, but ‘neither 
coloured nor fhaded. Richard is ftraight, but thinner than ny int; his hair 
fhort, and exaétly curled in the fame’nsanner; not fo handfome as imine, 
but what one might really believe intended for the fame. el as 
drawn by a different painter, “efpecicitly when fo {mall ; for the figures in 
general are not fo long as one’s finger. His queen is ugly, and with j ith 
fuch a fquare foreheatl as in my print, but I cannot fay like it. Nor, 
indeed, where forty-five figures out of fifty (I have not counted the number) 
mutt have been imaginary, can ane lay great ftrefs on the five. I, thall, 
however, have thefe figures copied, efpecially as I know of no other image 
of the fon. Mr, Aitle is to come to me to-morrow morning to > exphain: the, 
Mi Anam 






1 with you had told me in bea age your. hci fate lived ‘oo 


what the paffage in Comines is. 1 am et paces mae Ub serorins asl 
rable. 


Thank you for acai notes on thé Noble. Aiea “They. Hostalh be inferted. 
when I make a new edition, for the fake of the trouble the perfon has , 
taken, though they are of little confequence. Dodfley has afked me for a. 
new edition; but I have little heart to undertake fuch work, noMhore than 
to mend my ‘old linen, It is pity one cannot be nee, an SACI ee have, 
commentators Ae ah pane for nt Adieu ! fr that ie 
Yours ever, ie. 


On ssl cals Yoana asta ‘this 5 seins, I ‘i tee lige’ ia 
avhich the friars lived—-I read. and. item “thine H thie 
aeither know what I read or fay. — sh ae sae ene pete 
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If i it, ere all like Ape Fourth ftanza, | 
1 if alec ia an¢ forrow, and tendesnef, are, the 
Mt uch things ate by of. thefe I find in feyeral parts 
in the 0 ange- tree j poetical ornaments are foreign to the purpofe, 
w a man is not for —and devotion worfe ;, for it teaches 
ought not to forty, which is all the pleafare of the. thing. 
to tum ie -Weathercock the contrary way. Your Epiftle' I 
: feen a gre ‘hile and doétor. M. is not in the way to give me a 
- fig it: but I rem ona te be 8 call the world. will be pleaféd 
ie, even with all its fa Seat if_you don’t care to. mend 
‘ vould | myfelf (however. hazardous), rather, than. it 
















a Eton ‘Ode, Mr. raul is ee " 
® ee not think worth gi ng him i 
ib than the agg Fe 


te att aston or 


Tam is ever ; 
ae anette age - you oa Messitos (ae tA 
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hep sort bet aie TER ov 
2 Ne “ape ‘Rt ‘gtiyth men bi 4 Teh ia reise Dee. lode 


Mr. H, W, not fo much 
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ihe Gg Etemy “taey £3 
hihis ‘capa capacity, ae in his tub on W 

ios of his own’ creations ‘bim that can flip. 
(but a little oftener), into the dountty, b phe hi Pate 
and: whitk-to- town again the week waft sa vith a | 
happened. » “Among all the: little folks, iy f sa 
not choofe but enquire | more: particu after 
. (without a figure) the Memoires*: Do they — 
hold up their “heads; and drefs” sherataves ‘, th 
making their appearance in the world, that ‘is to ‘fay 
make pofterity ftare, and-all good people crofs*the ee aN ie 
(who, willbe then lord bithop of Killaloe,;"and is to publifh them) toes 
of an avifo al'‘lettore to prefix to them jen ‘importing, that if the words. 
church, king, religion, miniftry, &c. be suhararen'ee eated ‘in this book, 
they are not to be taken literally, but poetically, and as may be moft ftri@- 
ly reconcileable to the faith’ then eftablifhed ;—that he knew the ‘author: 
well when he was a young man; and ‘can tettify upon. the honour of his 
fiinétion, thathe faid his prayers regularly and devoutly, had a profo nd 
reverence for the. ii aot ner er behaved EUETY thing: vere was sa 
nabs in thofe ape ani Aig hea a NACE : 





en ‘a sia 1s 


 SUhen you “Sace acldioe ih cr my hah aan Thies tresir We ade? wf 
nouvelles, and geateover, whether ‘you have got colonel Conway" yet? ae 
Whether fir C, Williams is to’ go to Berlin?) What fort of @ ptince ‘Mie 
tridate may be ?—and whatever other tidings you choofe to-refreth an’ ne 
choret with. Frattanto 1 fend you a fcene in a tragedy"; if ‘it don’t make | 
you cry, it will make you laugh 3 and fo. it moves fome — nen ot 
torhe enough, beens ath fa t*. Sceetidl Hy Sa aS se hag 

sa meAtatd pene; 

Mia hater, * ; “Toray, ia 


b ty | 








1SEND*you thie as ‘voll Wemrey Be 
though it will hardly aufwvet your end in 


SRN nah a Be 


1 Hiisautens off his own shines, whieh Wal tr 


pole a writing. | iia ee editio “of his orks, 
me feene io Mr. ea nfinithed 3 T t 


UE EERE OTe 
PS eh Late G yok 
fos Meeks sin aor 


WANs ee ee. eae egy er ee) ea te Wh eek ad e 
ay re 70 ‘rat “Hon. HORACE WALPOLE. 304 
Sais gat”) ove Vy AWS RS Fed ME Oecd coe ea Pay? nS 
~ tail: piece. . But your own fable * may much better fiapply the places. You 

Have altered it to its advantage ; but there is ftill fomethingya little embar-» 
affed [ ere and there in the expreffion. I rejoice to find you apply (pardon. 
the “ufe of fo odious a word) to the hiftory of your own times. Speak, and 
Spare not. Be as impartial as you can ; and after all, the world will not be- 
lieve you are fo, though you fhould make as many proteftations as bithop- 

net, Tey will feelin their own breaft, and find it very poffible to hate 
wicore perfons, yea, ninety awd nine: fo you mutt reft fatisfied with the 
te(timony of your own confeience, ‘Somebody has laughed at Mr. Dodiley,. 
or at me, when they talked of the af: I have nothing more, either noc 
turnal or diurnal, to deck his ,mifecllany with. We havea man here that 
writes a good hand; but.he has little failings that hinder my recommending 
him to you*: He is loufy, and he is mad: he fets out this weck for Bed- 
Jam ; but if you infift upon it, I don’t doubt he will. pay his refpeéts to you.. 
Ihave feen two of Dr, Middleton’s unpublithed works. One is about) 






+ 








44 pages in 4to againft Dr. Waterland, who wrote a very orthodox book ~ 


‘en the Importance-of the Doétrine of the Trinity, and infifted, that chrif- 
tians ought to have no communion with fuch-as differ from them in funda- 
mentals.. Middleton enters no farther into the doétrine itfelf than to thow’ 
that a mere.fpeculative point can-never be called a me EN and that 
the earlier. fathers, on. whofe concurrent tradition WaterlaiM Would build,. 
are fo far,, when. they {peak of the three perfons, from agreeing with the 
prefent. notion. of our. church, that they declare for the inferiority of the fon, 

‘and feem to have no. clear and diftiné idea of the holy ghoft at all. The 

‘reft is employed in expofing ‘the folly and cruelty of ftiffnefs and zealotifm 
in religion, and in fhowing thet the primitive’ages of the church, in which 
tradition had its rife, were (even by confeffion of the beft {cholars and moft 
arthodox, writers);the era of nonfen/e and abfurdity., Yt is finifhed, and very 
well wrote ;. but has been moftly incorporated into his other works, parti- 


cularly the Enqpiry :.and.for this reafon I fuppofe he has writ upon it, This: 


















holly laid afide. The fecond is in’ Latin, on Mirhcles ;:to thow, that of the 
two methods of defending chriftianity, one, from its intrinfic evidence, the: 
holinefs and purity. of its doctrines, the other from .its external, the miracles 
faid to’ be-wrought to. confirm it; the firft has been» little attended to by, 
alin Af Hateteoul y; the fecond much infifted upon, becaufe it ‘appeared 


but that it can in reality prove nothing at alla. Nobilis ila 
a 5 Ba ae Se i Ey 

14 sh; ® As at) amanuenfis. y 
o quidem . 


392 Lame! ie meh euAT a 


quidem Bice 


ig 





modo non obit ot as yarn | ac phe at que reddi « xiftimo.”” He 
then proceeds to con er mi ri iracles. in gene thofe of, the, 
Pagans, compared son aofe of Chrift, I only tell ii Pies for Lh 

not read it ony (though 4 is hort) $ bat you will pot doubr to what, concha 
it tends. There 1 is ‘another t thing, L _know, not wha lam‘ to ey: sae me 
the Treatife « on Nae: ‘they fay i it ‘is burnt indeed. Adieu! dies 









Povces Sd iy am ever pe Nios sig wii ithe 
Se Bee eas Na ee hee oh erty ie carr ms 4 c na 
; netics: ae * th ree. é he herr: iy ateates: oko is 
eee ‘ 
fi panes WO ANS RO oe vf Sra aa aye i or ig hg RTE ging e 
‘ iy vies ean ty 4 base: ile os > 


“LETTER rae ne 
a MP pldy, 4 dey buy ae aes eee ye io d 


YOUR p pen was, too: pldieaesiadite tatibay vane si ir 
fo, by-omitting the words sear Wind/or, your letter has been diverting itfelf 
at another Stoke pear: Ailefbury, and came not to my: hands tits. 
The true origin chairs were all-fold,) when the Huntin; dons b: s there 
are nothing now. but Halfey-chairs, not adapted to the fquarenels of a Go-- 
thic dowager’s ramp. And by. the eras — how the uiieafinef§ and ae 
uncomfortablenefs of a coronat: any objection with you : | 
every chair that is cafy is. modern, seater? “dur anceftors, As I_ 
remember, there wereicertatn, low chairs, that*looked like mond at Efher, © 
and were old and pretty.” Why fhould not Mr. Bentley improve upon 
them ?—I donot wonder at Dodfley, You have nace de baad Of fix 0 ae 
for fo you are pleated to call every thing I write, though it be hes Fier 
to make apple-dumplings. He has reafon to gulp when he 
them only along ftory. I don’t know but 1 may. nd hit ge very foot 
your hands) an ode to his ows tooth, a’ ig ra ick upon f Nees 

one mutt be a better:ftholar he isto und tand a “ae 
~ beft {cholars will. underfand b ut ‘a little matter here and t 
but feventeen lines of having a an end, 1 aasety a bin cing finithed, '” 
fo unfortunate to come too late for Mr, Bentley, it may appear in the 
volume of the Mifcellanies, ppvided you wciitima it Brae oa ie 

9 

















\ eee He Sigin aoe ae 
Weg ets pN ais © WARM Ah me 


=e 
F aD 


| To THe Hox. HORACE WALPOLE. 493 
- prefs.it. Pray, when the fine book is to be printed ‘, let me ravibase mrife 
Par oat cre Neer Sm Ne MONE 18 0. ite he prefs, 
for you kt ow you can’t; and there are-a few trifles 1 could with altered, 
Foon Lae Leo EME BUEN Te Oe ES : 
~1 know not what you mean by hours of love, and cherries and pi 
y Fs hig tees : ; *, 2 . ° pine-apples, 
I neither fee nor hear any thing here, and am of opinion that is the beft 
bi _ My,compliments to Mr. Bentley, if he be with you, , 





hh 887 ual ete 


Lid eis ae oe" Tam yours ever, j 
eee te ere ee T. GRAY, 
i os ae Sate ea ‘3 vs 4 , . . \ 
‘Idefire you would not thow that epigram I repeated to you’, as mine. 
I have heard of it twice already as coming from you, — 


. Poy ety 


4 
} ; — 
~ r . 





LETTLR x 


T AM obliged to you for Mr. Dodfley’s book *, and, having pretty well 
ldoked it over, will (as you defire) tell you* my opinion-of it. He might, 
methinks, have fpared the Graces in his frontifpiece, if he chofe to be* 
ceconomical, and dreffed his authors in a little more decent raiment—not in 
whited-brown paper and ‘diftorted charatters, like an oldvbfillad.. I am 
afhamed ‘to fee myfelf; but ‘the company keeps me in countenance : fo to 
bégin with Mr. Tickell. . ‘This is not only a ftate-poem (my ancient aver- 
fion), but a ftate-poem on the peace of Utrecht. If Mr. Pope had wrote a 
panegyric on. it, one tould: hardly have read him with ees: but this is 
only a poor fhort-winded imitator of Addifoy, who had himfelf not above 
three or four notes in poetry, fweet enough indeed, like thofe of a German 
flute, but fuch as foon tire and fatiate the car wih their frequent retura, 
Tickell has added to this a great poverty of fenfe, and a ftriug of tranGtions 
that hardly become a {chool-boy. . However, I forgive him for the fake of 
his ballad *, which I always thought the prettieft in the world. . All, there 
is of M. Green here has been printed before: there is a profufion of wit 
every where 3 reading would have formed his judgment, and harmonized 
iy AL oy “4 


-* The of his Odes péinted at Straw- the epigram alluded to, F. ie i 










Thy Aiea i 3 His colle€tion of Poems: . 
or much withesihe\could repet it + Colin and Lucy beginwing 
» priblic, but; hasnat been able to difcover “Of Leintter fam’d for maidens fair.” 
ee Ece ‘ 2 


his 
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his verte; for even his wood-notes often’ break out into ftrains of real poetry 
and mufic. The School-miftrefs is excellent in its kind; and mafterly ; 
and (I am forty to differ from you, but) London isto me one of thofe few 
imitations, that have all the eafe and all the fpirit of an original, The 
fame man’s’ verfes at the opening of Garrick’s theatre are far from bad. Mr. 
Dyer (here you will defpife me highly) has more of poetry in his imagina- 
tion, than almoft any of our number; but rough and injudiciqus. T thould 
range Mr. Bramfton only a ftep or two aboye Dr. King, who is as low i in 
my eftimatign as in “yours, Dr, Evans is a furious madman; and Pre- 
exiftence is nonfenfe in all her altitudes... Mr-Lyttelton is a gentle elegiac 
perfon: Mr. Nugent* fure did not write his own ode*, I like Mr. White- 
head’s little poems, I mean the Ode on a tent, the Verfesto Garrick, and 
particularly thofe to Charles Townfhend, better than any thing I had feen 


_ before of him, I gladly pafs over Hv Brown, and the reft, to come at you, 


You know I was of the publifhing fide, and thought your reafons againft it 
none; for though, as Mr. Chute faid extremely, well, the 2/1 /mal/ voice of 
Poetry was not made to be heard in a crowd; yet Satire will be heard, for all 
the audience are by nature her friends; efpecially when fhe appears in the 
Spirit of Dryden, with his ftrength, and often with his verfification; fuch as 
you have caught in thofe lines on the royal. union, on the papal dominion, 
and ‘conver ts of doth fexes, Onenry VIII. and Charles Il. for thefe are 
to me the ‘thihing parts of your Epiftle+... There are many lines I could 
with correéted, and fome blotted out, but beauties enough to atone for a 
thoufand worfe faults than thefe, The opinion of fach as can at all judge, 
who faw it before in Dr. Middleton’s hands, concurs nearly with mine. As 
to what any one fays, fince itcame out; our,people (you muft know) are 
flow of judgement : they wait till fome bold” body faves them the trouble, 
and then follow his opinion; or ftay till they hear what is faid in town, 
that is, at fome bifhop’s table, or fome coffee-houfe about the Temple. 

When they are determined, I will tell you faithfully their verdift. -As for 
the Beauties‘, Iam their ymoft humble fervant. What fhall I fay to Mr.: 
Lowth, Mr. Ridley, Mr. Rolle, the reverend Mr. Brown, Seward, &c.? If I 
fay, Meffieurs! this. is not the thing; write profe, write fermons, write 
nothing at all; they will cas me, and my _ advice. i then would . 
« 4 \ 


* Doétor Samuel Johnfon, OF i ag Epiftle ae Florence to There Afheton, 
® Afterwards earl Nugent. ts tutor to the earl of Plymouth. 


3 That addrefled to Mr. ssc 8 5 wees Sib de a a 


t 
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‘Oemy pinks shave”done): ‘that {pends fo much time in admiring every 
t at has four legs, and fretting at his own misfortune ,in having but 
two sand curfing his'own ‘politic’head and feeble conftitution, that won't 
let ‘fuch a beaftas he would with? Mr. = pbs now and then 
cant write'a good Tine ewe es as. thefe— 


ie ay cae ab i sa 





fala oe ks © »Snatch us thei all our fitte forrows Werks Seer 
oo every: Brief; ‘and dry each childith wi iin 


I Vike Mr. ‘Afton Prervey’ AIG wnt der de (the faft of all) iy Mr. Mafon, 
a new acquaintance of mine, whofe Mufaeus too feems to carry with it the 
promife at leaft of fomething good to come. Twas glad to fee you dif- 
tinguifhed who poor Weft was, before his charming ode*, and called it 
ay thing rather than a Pindaric. The town is an owl, if it don’t like lady 
Mary *, and Iam furprifed at it: we here are owls enough to think her 
eclogiies very bad ; but that I did not wonder at. Our prefent tafte is fir 
fe Fitz-Ofborne’s Letters, I fend you'a bit of a thing for two reafons : 
firft, becaufe it is of one of your favourites, Mr. M. ‘Green; and next, 
becaufe I would do juftice, The thought on which my fecond ode * turns, 
is manifeftly ftole from hence :—not that I knew it at the time, but, hgving 
feen this many years before, to be fure it imprinted itfel¥ quuffy memory, 
and, forgetting the author, I took it for my own. The fubject was the 
Queen's log NaS 
PRO ty * * * °° e , 
Thought yet,po f palace grace the fhore 
To lodge the pair you* fhould {dore ; 
“Nor abbeys great in ruins rife, 
_, Royal equivalents for vice? 
"Behold a grot in Delphic grove ‘ 
|< "Phe Graces and the Mufes love, | . 
~~ “A temple from vain-glory free ; ee: 
| Whofe goddefs is Philofophy ; 
Vhofe fides.fach licens’d idols * crown, 
as ao would pull down : , 






Er aaa aes + the Odeo Spring? . 

sen Caroline. 5 Speaking to the Thames, _ 

em © The four bufts. 

Eeez The 
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The only pilgrimage know, 8 
That men of fenfe would choofe to go. 
Which {weet abode, her wifeft choice, 
Urania cheers with heavenly voice: 

While all the Virtues gather round 

To fee her confecrate the ground. — 


If thou, the god with winged feet, — 
» In council talk of this retreat; , 
And jealous gods refentmert fhow ie 
. At altars rais’\d to men/below: 
Tell thofe proud lords of heaven, ’tis. fit 
Their houfe our heroes fhould admit. 
While cach exifts (as poets fing) 
+ A lazy, lewd, immortal, thing ; 
They muft, or grow in difrepute, 
With earth’s firft commoners recruit, 


Needlefs it is in terms unfkill’d 
To praife, whatever Boyle hall build. * 
“- Neddlefs it is the bufts to name ~ 
men, monopolitts of fame ; : - 
Four chiefs adorn the modeft ftone — it, 
For virtue, as for learning, known. | 
The thinking {culpture helps tovraife 
* Deep thoughts, «the genii of age 
To the mind’s dar, and inward fi 
. There filence {peaks, and thade gives lights: }) 4 
While inf¢és from the threthold preach, 
And mands difpos’d to mufing teach ; 
Proud of {trang limbs and painted hues, 
They perith by the flighteft broite,, 
Or maladies begun within 
Deftroy more flow life’s frail dain 
From maggot-youth thro’ change of ftate 
They feel like us ‘the turns of fate: 
Some born to. creep have lived tofly, = 
Aud changed earth’s cells for nant highs 


e * 
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And fome, that did-their fix wings keep, 
Before they died, been forced to creep, 
‘They politics, like ours, profefs ; ? 
The greater prey upon the lef, ) 
Some ftrain on foot huge loads to bring, 
Some toil inceflant on the wing : ' 
» Nor from their vigorous fchemes defift 
Till death ; and then are never mift. 
Some frolick, toil, marry, increafe, ‘ ’ 
Aré fick and well, have war and peace, 
And broke with age in half a day 
Yield to fucceffors, and away. 


- ee ee eee 


"Adieu ! Tam yours ever, 
T. GRAY. 
I 


LETTER Xt. , 


Stoke, July 1% 1757 

I WILL not give you the trouble of fending your. chi for me. 
intend to be with you on Wednefday i im the evening. If the prefs aa 
ftill all this time for me, to be fure it is dead in child-bed. 

I do not love notes, pat fee I had.refolved to put two or three '. 
They are figns of weaknefs obfcurity.* If a thing cannot be under- 
ftood without them, it had better be not wnderftood at all. If you will be 
vulgar, and pronounce it Lunnun, inttead of don aT can’t help it. 
Caradoc I have private reafons againft ; and he is in reality Caradoc, 
- and will not ftand in the verfe. J 


i ‘Tejoice you can fill all your ake : the Maintenon could not, and that 
“was i great paistetane -Serioufly Fait I congratulate you on _ 
a a gain ek : : 
~ jas eer et inet lafling hame,” Bard, verte 87. 


5 Et ae : 
NG Se! 8 ‘ 


happinefs, 
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isiinela, and feem ‘to underftand it. The receipt is obvious : it is only, 
Have fomething to do; but how few cal appty: it !—Adieu ! — 


- am ever. ae 


Hs GRAY. 


i Dh ‘ad ad WY 
e i LETTER XL Re fe ae 
1 AM fo charmed with the two {pecimens of Erfe satichy that T cannot 
help giving you the trouble to enquire a little farther about them, and 
thould with to fee a few lines of the original, that I may form fome ‘flight 
idea of the language, the meafures, and the rhythm. 


Is there any thing known of the author or authors, and of what antiquity 
are they fuppofed to be? 


' e Ts there any more to be had of equal beauty, or at all approaching 


to it? 
{ 


I have been often told that the poem called Hardicnute (which I always 
admired, and ftill admire) was the work of fomebody that lived a few years 
ago". This I de not at all believe, though it has evidently been retouched 
in places by fome modern hand: but, however, I am authorifed by this 
report to afk, ‘whether the twoo poems in queftion are certainly antique and 
genuine. I make this enquiry in quality of an antiquary, and am not 
otherwife concerned about it: for, if I were fure that any one now living in 
Scotlaiid had written them to divert himfelf and laugh at the credulity of 
the world, I would urtd € a journey into the in, seas only for the 
pleafure of feeing him, ; 


‘Tt has been fuppofedthe work of a lady of ° papers after her death.——-No proof furely of 
the name of Wardlaw, who died in Scotland its original comipofition, as few but perfons of 
not many years ago, but upon no better evidence, bufinefs, which women feldom are, take the - 
that I could ever learn, than that a copy of the precaution of docketing, or writing “ mf 
poem with fome erafares was found song her upon every thing oid prec o 


fe 


ae cea 


. p : 
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LETTER xitL 


I HAVE been very ill thiis “week with a great cold and a fever, and 
though now in a way to be well, am like to be confined fome days longer ; 
whatever you will fend me that is new, or old, and long, wiil be received as 
a charity. Roufleau’s people do not intereft me; there is but one charaéter 
‘and one’ ftyle in them all, I dg not know their faces afunder. I have no 
efteem for their perfons or egndua, am,-not touched with their paffion#; and 
as to their tory, I do not believe aword of it—not becaufe it is improbable, 
but becaufe it is abfurd. If L had any little propenfity, it was to Julie; but 
now fhe has gone and (fo hhand over head) married that monfieur de 
Wolmar, I take her for a vraie Suifeffe, and do not doubt but the had taken 
a cup too much, like her lover’. Atl this does not imply that I will not 
read it out, when you can “ge the ret of it. 





LETTER XIV. m 
Sunday, Jgpauary 28, 1762, 


I RETURN you my beft thanks for the copy of your book *, which you 
fent me, and have not at all leflened my opinion of it fice I read it in 
print, though the prefs has in general a bad effect on the compleétion of 
one’s works. The engravings look, as you fay, better than I had expected, 
yet not altogether fo well as 2 with. L,rejoiee in the good difpofitions 
of our court, and in the propmety of their application to you: the work is 
a thing fo much to be wifhed; has fo near a conpection with the turn of 
your ftudies and of your curiofity ; and might d fuch ample materials 
‘among your hoards and in your head; that it wilf be a fin if you let it drop 


* Were not the public already in poffeffion. of sees read with equal delight, the exquifite 
Mr. Gray’s opinion of the Nouvelle Heloife, in odes of the one author, and the pi mi and 
his letters. publifhed by Mr..Mafon—how would. (with all its faults) inimitable romance o the 


me a criticifm, , from {uch a critic, shel other! E. . 
happily. .conftituted readers, who, Atl 
ceo pean varied — have . * The Anecdotes of Painting. 


and 
a Ls, ot. 3 4 0 


